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1674,   To THE COUNTESS OF UPPER OSSORY.

i

Dec. 27, 1775.

FRESH, very fresh news! General Carleton is not come,
but General Burgoyne is, though not yet landed in town.
He is to bring very good accounts from Boston; but as he
does not yet know what till he is told by those he is to tell,
and as I am tod scrupulous to send any news before it is
born, you will excuse my mentioning the particulars.

We believe Quebec is perfectly safe, though we know to
the conteiry. Actem Smith told us t'other night at Beau-
clerk's, that Major Preston, one of two, but he is not sure
which, would have been an excellent commander some
years hence if he had seen any service. I said it was pity
the war had not been put off till'the Major should be some
years older.

Lord Granby was married last night. He is selling an
estate of 3,OOOZ. a year that came to hini by his mother1,
to pay his father's debts. I am afraid he will never sell
himself.

Here are some verses of Soame Jenyns, that, in our
present want of comfort, we admire very much, for we are
out of spirits, and so was the poet, too, when he wrote the
last stanza, which is insufferably bad. Pray return the piece,
for I have no copy, and my amanuensis is in the country.
There are some better verses2 by Dean Barnard3, of which
I will procure a copy if I can. They are an answer to a
gross brutality of Dr. Johnson, to which a properer answer
would have been to fling a glass of wine in his face. I have

LETTER 1674__1 His mother was     Hill's  edition of BoswelTe Life of

a daughter of the * proud' Duke of     Johnson^ vol. iv. pp. 481-8, App. A.

Somerset, and his father the popular        8 Thomas   Barnard,  D.D. (1728-

Marquis of Granby.                              1806),   Dean   of   Derry,   1769-80;

2 The verses do not appear.   They     Bishop of Killaloe, 1780-04 j Bishop

are  to be found in Dr. Birkbeok     of Limerick, 1794-1806,The Americans laid siege to
